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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Action is in response to Application Number 1 0/575,897 received on 
4/14/2006. 

2. Applicant has elected group 1 , claims 1-5, and 17, which are examined below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 1-5, and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

4. Claim 1 recites the limitation "the unitary subject " in the first limitation of the 
claim. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
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directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

5. Claims 1 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Daimon (US 7412485). 

6. Regarding claims 1 and 17, Daimon disclosed a method for generating a bulletin 
board on the Internet, the method comprising the steps of: 

maintaining a bulletin board database storing at least one bulletin data which at 
least one user has input on the unitary subject (Fig. 1 , 3-2, content database; col. 5, 
lines 55-60, the information stored in the content database is disclosed to employees 
through a bbs); 

providing a user interface for receiving data required to open the bulletin board, 
for an establisher, a user who wants to open the bulletin board (Fig . 2, G1 "Data 
Creation/ Input Screen); 

receiving application data of the bulletin board from the establisher (Fig. 2, S1-2, 
transferring the content to In-House); 

transmitting the received application data to a bulletin board operator (Fig. 2, s1- 
3, In-House members receive the data and examine it); 

notifying the establisher that the bulletin board has been generated in 
accordance with approval of the bulletin board operator (Fig. 2, S1-5, col. 6, lines 15-20, 
In-House members may approve or disapprove the data); and 
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recording the application data for the generated bulletin board in the bulletin 
board database (col. 6, lines 20-28, after approval, the data is sent to the web server for 
public viewing of the bulletin board, and therefore recorded in the web server database); 

wherein the application data comprises at least one selected from a group 
consisting of subject data of the bulletin board, information on the number of the bulletin 
data which is possible to be registered on the bulletin board, and information on an 
expiration date of the bulletin board (Fig. 2, G2 shows what the data includes, for 
example). 

7. Claim 17 includes a computer readable record medium recording a program for 
implementing the method of claim 1 . Daimon disclosed a server computer that 
implements the method of claim 1 (see Abstract). As such, claim 17 is rejected under 
the same rationale. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claims 2-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Daimon (US 7412485) in view of Knight et al. (US 6804675). 

9. Regarding claim 2, Daimon disclosed the limitations, as described in claim 1 . 
Daimon did not explicitly state wherein the step of receiving the application data from 
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the establisher comprises the steps of abstracting a predetermined character string from 
the subject data which is included in the received application data; searching for subject 
data of the bulletin board corresponding to the abstracted character string by referring to 
the bulletin board database; and providing the searched subject data for the establisher. 

In an analogous art, Knight disclosed an online content provider system that 
provides the capability to collect, review and analyze posting and query entries by 
users, so that information from the same can be polled, tabulated, indexed and 
presented in forms that are of interest to the users (Knight, col. 5, lines 19-30). Such 
analysis of the users' posting and query entries requires abstracting character strings, in 
order to correctly find similar information. 

One of ordinary skill would have been motivated to combine the teachings of 
Daimon and Knight since both teachings provide improvements for bulletin board 
systems and as such, both are within the same environment. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the analysis of user entries and finding 
similar information into the teachings of Daimon in order to provide a more efficient 
bulletin board system that provides the author with a plurality of information 
corresponding to the author's needs, thereby keeping the author well-informed about 
what is already provided to the public, thereby helping to provide a system without 
repeated subject matter, thereby making the system more efficient and desirable to use. 
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10. Regarding claim 3, Daimon and Knight disclosed the limitations, as described in 
claim 2, including wherein the step of providing the searched subject data for the 
establisher comprises the steps of: 

providing the establisher with a user interface for displaying current situation of 
the bulletin board corresponding to the searched subject data (Figure 2. G1); 

based on the current situation, in case that the bulletin board is being operated, 
receiving participation request data from the establisher and in case that the bulletin 
board is closed, receiving extension application data for the bulletin board from the 
establisher (Figure 2, G1 , Since the establisher is clearly operating the bulletin board 
and requesting to add data to the bulletin board, such is a participation request data). 
See motivation above. 

1 1 . Regarding claim 4, Daimon disclosed the limitations, as described in claim 1 . 
Daimon did not explicitly state further comprising the step of: 

maintaining category information database storing category information which is 
classified according to a predetermined criterion; wherein the step of receiving the 
application data from the establisher comprises the steps of: abstracting a 
predetermined character string from the subject data which is included in the received 
application data; providing the establisher with category information corresponding to 
the abstracted character string, by searching for the category information database; and 
recording the category information selected by the establisher in the bulletin board 
database. 
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In an analogous art, Knight disclosed an online content provider system that 
provides the capability to collect, review and analyze posting and query entries by 
users, so that information from the same can be polled, tabulated, indexed and 
presented in forms that are of interest to the users (Knight, col. 5, lines 19-30). Such 
analysis of the users' posting and query entries requires abstracting character strings, in 
order to correctly find similar information. Knight further disclosed a content sorting 
routine that runs on the computer associated with the message board system for sorting 
the messages and storing them such that they are searchable by users according to 
information categories (Knight, col. 5, lines 50-55). 

One of ordinary skill would have been motivated to combine the teachings of 
Daimon and Knight since both teachings provide improvements for bulletin board 
systems and as such, both are within the same environment. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the analysis of user entries and finding 
similar information according to categories into the teachings of Daimon in order to 
provide a more efficient bulletin board system that provides the author with a plurality of 
information corresponding to the author's needs, thereby keeping the author well- 
informed about what is already provided to the public, thereby helping to provide a 
system without repeated subject matter, thereby making the system more efficient and 
desirable to use. 
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12. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Daimon 
(US 7412485) in view of Morris et al. (US 6336133). 

13. Regarding claim 5, Daimon disclosed the limitations, as described in claim 1 . 
Daimon did not explicitly state including maintaining a user information database 

storing information on a bulletin board user, point information which is given to the 
bulletin board user based on a predetermined criterion, or information on a field of 
interest of the bulletin board user; wherein the step of notifying the establisher that the 
bulletin board has been generated in accordance with approval of the bulletin board 
operator comprises the steps of: searching for the bulletin board user whose point 
information exceeds a predetermined value, for information on the field of interest 
corresponding to the subject data, by referring to the user information database; and 
providing the establisher with the information on the searched bulletin board user. 

In an analogous art, Morris disclosed a way for regulating users of online forums 
in which an administrator of a forum has a powerful and sophisticated tool for regulating 
user behavior within the forum (col. 3, line 60 through col. 4, line 15), in which users 
have an index that, based on the index, limits the user's usage, abilities within the forum 
(Morris, col. 8, lines 45-60) and the system administrator is aware of this index being 
accumulated to the cap (col. 10, lines 10-25). 

One of ordinary skill would have been motivated to combine the teachings of 
Daimon and Morris since both teachings provide improvements for bulletin board 
systems and as such, both are within the same environment. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate regulating user behavior of Morris into the 
teachings of Daimon in order to be able to control and police abusive participants 
thereby maintaining a more user-friendly system. 



Conclusion 

Examiner's Note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in 
the references applied to the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. 
Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings of the art and are 
applied to specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures 
may apply as well. It is respectfully requested from the applicant in preparing 
responses, to fully consider the references in entirety as potentially teaching all or part 
of the claimed invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior art 
or disclosed by the Examiner. 

In the case of amending the claimed invention, Applicant is respectfully 
requested to indicate the portion(s) of the specification which dictate(s) the structure 
relied on for proper interpretation and also to verify and ascertain the metes and bounds 
of the claimed invention. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to J. Bret Dennison whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3910. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30am-5pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tonia Dollinger can be reached on (571) 272-4170. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



/J. Bret Dennison/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2443 



